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China’s Export Expansion Continues  
Amid More Restrictive Global Trade Environment    

Exports continue to expand, imports are recovering and total trade remains near record highs, 
underscoring the resilience of China's industrial economy 

 
China's trade continued to strengthen through the first half of 2026, extending the momentum 
built over recent years despite a more restrictive global trading environment. Exports reached a 
record monthly high of USD 412.4 billion in June, up 27% year-on-year, while imports climbed to 
USD 286.8 billion, up 36.0%, reflecting both resilient external demand and improving domestic 
activity.  

Total merchandise trade reached a record USD 6.35 trillion in 2025, with exports rising 5.5% to 
USD 3.77 trillion while imports remained broadly stable at USD 2.58 trillion. The momentum has 
carried into 2026: in the first six months of the year, total trade reached USD 3.04 trillion, up 
2.9% year-on-year.  

The latest data suggest that while global trade frictions have reshaped trade patterns, they have 
not fundamentally altered China's position as the world's leading goods trading nation. 

-------///------- 
Also by ANDAMAN PARTNERS:   

• Asia Is Driving the World’s Largest Expansion of Power Generation Capacity 
• China’s Trade Engine Accelerates in 2026 on Industrial Strength and Global Breadth  
• China Is Rewiring Its Innovation Model for Higher-Value Output 

https://andamanpartners.com/2026/05/asia-is-driving-the-worlds-largest-expansion-of-power-generation-capacity/
https://andamanpartners.com/2026/03/chinas-trade-engine-accelerates-in-2026-on-industrial-strength-and-global-breadth/
https://andamanpartners.com/2026/03/chinas-trade-engine-accelerates-in-2026-on-industrial-strength-and-global-breadth/
https://andamanpartners.com/2026/03/china-is-rewiring-its-innovation-model-for-higher-value-output/
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ANDAMAN PARTNERS supports international business ventures and growth. We help launch 
global initiatives and accelerate successful cross-border expansion. If your business, operations 
or project requires cross-border support, contact connect@andamanpartners.com. 
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