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China Became the World's Leading Exporter in One Generation    

China first entered the top 10 in 1995, and overtook the U.S. and Germany to lead global 
exports by 2009 after its exports grew at a remarkable 21% CAGR in the 2000s.  

 
China's emergence as the world's leading exporter is one of the most significant structural shifts 
in the global economy over the past half century. In 1978, China's exports accounted for less 
than 1% of world trade, and the country ranked outside the global top ten. By 1995, it had 
entered the top ten, and after its exports expanded at an exceptional 21% annual rate during the 
2000s, China overtook both Germany and the U.S. to become the world's largest exporter in 
2009.  

Today, China accounts for around 14% of global merchandise exports, roughly equal to the 
combined share of the U.S. and Germany, and continues to lead global manufacturing across a 
wide range of industrial and technology sectors. Few economic transformations have been as 
rapid or consequential. Within a single generation, China went from outside the world's ten 
largest exporters in the early 1990s to the world's leading trading nation by the late 2000s. 
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Also by ANDAMAN PARTNERS:   

• Asia Is Driving the World’s Largest Expansion of Power Generation Capacity 
• China’s Trade Engine Accelerates in 2026 on Industrial Strength and Global Breadth  
• China Is Rewiring Its Innovation Model for Higher-Value Output 

https://andamanpartners.com/2026/05/asia-is-driving-the-worlds-largest-expansion-of-power-generation-capacity/
https://andamanpartners.com/2026/03/chinas-trade-engine-accelerates-in-2026-on-industrial-strength-and-global-breadth/
https://andamanpartners.com/2026/03/chinas-trade-engine-accelerates-in-2026-on-industrial-strength-and-global-breadth/
https://andamanpartners.com/2026/03/china-is-rewiring-its-innovation-model-for-higher-value-output/
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ANDAMAN PARTNERS supports international business ventures and growth. We help launch 
global initiatives and accelerate successful cross-border expansion. If your business, operations 
or project requires cross-border support, contact connect@andamanpartners.com. 
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