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China Leads the Long-Term Shift in Global Economic Scale Toward Asia  

PPP-adjusted GDP trends show China surpassing the U.S. economy in 2014 and India 
expanding rapidly in economic scale, while the U.K., Germany and Japan declined in relative 
weight over time.    

 

For more than a century, the U.S. economy remained the central benchmark of global economic 
scale, while earlier industrial powers such as the U.K., Germany and Japan gradually declined 
in relative weight since 1900.  

That balance has now shifted decisively toward Asia. China surpassed the U.S. economy in 
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP)-adjusted terms in 2014 and reached 154% of the U.S. 
economy's size by 2026, marking the first time in the modern era that another major economy 
exceeded the U.S. on this basis. India has also expanded rapidly, reaching 69% of U.S. scale 
by 2026 as demographic growth and rising productivity reinforced each other.  

These trends point to a long-term redistribution of global economic weight toward Asia, led by 
China, with major implications for global trade, investment, industrial capacity and global 
demand patterns. 

Also by ANDAMAN PARTNERS:   

• Asia’s Growth Engines: Scale, Speed and Opportunity Across Regions 
• China’s Export Map, 2014-2024: Asia Still Dominant, Europe Rising 
• The World’s Most Dynamic Export Economies 

https://andamanpartners.com/2026/03/asias-growth-engines-scale-speed-and-opportunity-across-regions/
https://andamanpartners.com/2025/11/chinas-export-map-2014-2024-asia-still-dominant-europe-rising/
https://andamanpartners.com/2025/11/the-worlds-most-dynamic-export-economies/
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ANDAMAN PARTNERS supports international business ventures and growth. We help launch 
global initiatives and accelerate successful expansion across borders. If your business, 
operations or project requires cross-border support, contact connect@andamanpartners.com. 
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