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Asia Moved From Demographic Scale in the 1990s
to Global Economic and Trade Centrality in the 2020s
Asia’s share of global GDP and merchandise exports expanded sharply between 1995 and
2025, bringing the region’s economic and trade influence far closer to its long-standing

demographic scale.
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Asia entered the mid-1990s as the world’s largest demographic centre, accounting for nearly
60% of the global population, but with a significantly smaller share of global GDP and
merchandise exports. Over the following three decades, the region’s economic and trade weight
expanded sharply as industrialisation, manufacturing expansion and deepening supply-chain
integration transformed Asia’s position in the global economy.

Asia’s share of global GDP increased from 30% in 1995 to 35% in 2025, while its share of
global merchandise exports rose from 28% to 37% over the same period. In absolute terms,
Asia’s GDP expanded from USD 9.4 trillion to USD 41 trillion, while merchandise exports
increased from USD 1.4 trillion to USD 9.8 trillion. Major turning points that shaped this
transformation included the Asian Financial Crisis, China’s WTO accession in 2001, the rise of
regional supply chains during the 2010s and the region’s strengthening position in advanced
manufacturing sectors during the 2020s.

These trends reflect a historic rebalancing of the global economy toward Asia, as the region
evolved from a predominantly demographic centre into one of the world’s primary hubs of
manufacturing, trade, industrial production and economic growth.
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Also by ANDAMAN PARTNERS:

e Asia’s Growth Engines: Scale, Speed and Opportunity Across Regions
e China’s Export Map, 2014-2024: Asia Still Dominant, Europe Rising
e Dynamic Asia: Share of World GDP Catching Up With Population

ANDAMAN PARTNERS supports international business ventures and growth. We help launch
global initiatives and accelerate successful expansion across borders. If your business,
operations or project requires cross-border support, contact connect@andamanpartners.com.
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