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China Extends Its Dominance in Global
Shipbuilding as Output Surges in 2026

China accounted for over half of global shipbuilding output in 2025 and captured the majority of
new orders and backlogs, with early-2026 data pointing to further gains in output and global
market share.
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» Six Chinese shipbuilders rank
among the global top 10 across
output, orders and backlog

» China State Shipbuilding Corp.
(CSSC)

» COSCO Shipping Heavy Industry.

» Ddlian Shipbuilding Industry

Compary (DSIC)

¥ South Korea: 57 orders (13%).
» Restof World: 49 orders {11%).
» China's share of global ship orders
in 2026 by type:
» Container ships:
128 orders, China 118 (92%).
» Very Large Crude Carriers:
» Hengi Shipbuiding. 43 orders, China: 39 (91%).
» New Times Shipbuilding E ¥ LNG carers:
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(Jan-Feb.)

Mote: DWT - Deadweight Tonnes, measures a ship's maxdimumcarrying capadty in metric tonnes; CGT - Compensated Gross Tennage, uni of measurement used fo reflect the relafive output of merchant shipbuilding activity by
indicating the amount of work necessaryto build a ship; accounts for the complety of a vessel by mulfiplying its tonnage by a coefficent based on its specific type and size.
Source: National Bureau of Statistics of China, China Ministry of Industry & Information Technology, iMarine News, ANDAMAN PARTNERS Analysis

China’s shipbuilding sector has moved decisively ahead of the rest of the world, combining
scale, order dominance and accelerating output into a single, reinforcing advantage. In 2025,
China delivered 53.7 million DWT, around 56% of global output, while capturing roughly two-
thirds of new orders and holding orders, underscoring how deeply global shipbuilding demand is
now anchored in Chinese yards.

Even as global orders declined sharply in 2025, early-2026 data shows a rapid rebound, with
China securing the overwhelming majority of new contracts across key vessel segments.
Production is also accelerating, with over 11 million DWT delivered in just the first two months of
2026 (+38% YoY), pointing to another strong year ahead. The result is a structurally
concentrated industry in which China not only builds more ships than any other country, but
increasingly defines the pace, composition and direction of global maritime capacity.
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e Supply Chain Stress Remains Elevated in 2026, Demanding Clear Procurement

Leadership
e China: The High-Speed Rail Superpower

ANDAMAN PARTNERS supports international business ventures and growth. We help launch
global initiatives and accelerate successful cross-border expansion. If your business, operations
or project requires cross-border support, contact connect@andamanpartners.com.
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