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China’s Ports Reached Record Throughput in 2025
as Freight and Container Volumes Hit New Highs

China handled 18.3 billion tonnes of port freight in 2025, including 5.7 billion tonnes of foreign
trade cargo, while container throughput rose to 350 million TEUs driven by record volumes at
Shanghai, Ningbo-Zhoushan, Shenzhen and Guangzhou.
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145 8 Ningbo-Zhoushan Port in Zhejiang province achieved a total cargo
140 throughput of more than 1.4 billion tons, and was the busiest port
globally by cargo throughput {tonnes) for the 17th consecutive year.

12 China Ports Container Throughput (2025)

According to China's Ministry of Transport, total container throughput
10 4 reached 350 million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs), an increase
of 6.8% yoy. Foreign trade container handling was reported to have
8 grown by 9.8%yoy

Shanghai Port handled 55.1 million TEUs, and was the world's
busiest container port for the 16th consecutive year.
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4 Ningbo-Zhoushan Port reparted container throughput of over 38
million TEUs, a record high for the port
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2 Shenzhen Port handled 30.1 million TEUs in 2025
0 -4 Guangzhou Port container throughput surpassed 28 million TEUs.
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Note: Foreign trade freight refers to importiexport carge throughput, per NBS definition. Source: National Bureau of Statistics of China, China Ministry of Transport, Container Trades Statistics Lid, Vanious Media, ANDAMAN PARTNERS Analysis

China’s ports reached record scale in 2025, underscoring the continued expansion of the
world’s largest logistics system. Total freight handled rose to 18.3 billion tonnes, up from 14
billion tonnes in 2019, while foreign trade freight reached 5.7 billion tonnes—around 31% of total
port throughput—highlighting China’s sustained role at the centre of global trade flows.

Container activity also remained exceptionally strong, with total throughput rising to 350 million
twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs), up 6.8% year-on-year, supported by record volumes across
China’s leading gateways. Shanghai handled 55.1 million TEUs, remaining the world’s busiest
container port for the 16th consecutive year, while Ningbo-Zhoushan surpassed 39 million TEUs
and maintained its position as the world’s largest port by cargo tonnage for the 17th year.

Shenzhen reached 30.1 million TEUs, and Guangzhou exceeded 28 million TEUs, confirming
that China’s coastal port network continues to scale in both domestic and international freight
handling.
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e The Four Export Clusters Producing 80% of China’s Exports
e Global Trade Re-Wiring: China and the U.S. Shift Trade Partners in 2025
e The World’s Trade Choke Points: Six Narrow Straits that Move the Global Economy

ANDAMAN PARTNERS supports international business ventures and growth. We help launch
global initiatives and accelerate successful expansion across borders. If your business,
operations or project requires cross-border support, contact connect@andamanpartners.com.
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