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China Surpasses USD 6.3 Trillion as  
Export Strength Supports Trade Growth    

Following the post-pandemic trade surge and subsequent normalisation, China’s 2025 
expansion reflects steady export growth and a return to mid-single-digit overall trade 
momentum.  

 

China’s trade performance in 2025 confirms a return to moderate, export-led expansion 
following the pandemic-era surge and subsequent normalisation. Total trade surpassed USD 
6.3 trillion, with exports rising 5.5% while imports were broadly flat, lifting overall trade growth to 
3.2% for the year.  

Monthly data show steady volumes through mid-2025 and a firm rebound into year-end, 
culminating in record December flows. Structurally, export growth outpaced imports, reinforcing 
the trade surplus dynamic in 2025 and underscoring the continued competitiveness of China’s 
manufacturing base in uneven global demand conditions.  

The central strategic question now is whether this export strength is cyclical and tied to short-
term global inventory and demand dynamics, or structural and reflecting deeper shifts in supply 
chain positioning and industrial upgrading.  
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Also by ANDAMAN PARTNERS:   

• Trade Policy Uncertainty Has Become a Structural Feature of the Global Economy 
• Microchips, Oil and Soybeans: The Global Impact of China’s Imports 
• Engine of Global Trade: The Rise and Global Impact of China’s Exports 

ANDAMAN PARTNERS supports international business ventures and growth. We help launch 
global initiatives and accelerate successful cross-border expansion. If your business, operations 
or project requires cross-border support, contact connect@andamanpartners.com. 
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